[Authorised English text of the Himachal Pradesh Hindu Sarvianik Dharmik Sansthan
Avampurat Vinyas Adhiniyam, 1984 (1984 ka Adhinivam Sankhyank 18) as required under
clause (3) of Article 348 of the Constitution of India].

Act No. 18 of 1984

THE HIMACHAL PRADESH HINDU PUBLIC RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS AND
CHARITABLE ENDOWMENTS ACT, 1984

AN
ACT -

to provide for the better administration of Hindu Public Religious Institutions and
Charitable Endowments and for the protection and pres&?mtim of properties
appertaining to such institutions and endowments.

BE it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of Himachal Pradesh in the Thirty-fifth
year of the Republic of India as follows -—

CHAFTER-1

PRELIMINARY

1. Short title, extent, application and commencement.—(1) This Act may be
called the Himachal Pradesh Hindu Public Religious Institutions and Charitable
- Endowments Act, 1984,

(2) It extends to the whole of the State of Himachal Pradesh.

(3) It shall apply to all Hindu Public Religious Institutions and Charitable
Endowments mentioned in Schedule-1.

Explanation—The word "Hindu" shall mean the persons contemplated under clause
(a) and clause (b) of sub-section (1) of section 2 of the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 (25 of
1955) and the expression "Hindu" Public Religious Institution and Charitable Endowment"
shall be construed accordingly.

(4) Section 1 shall come into force at once and the remaining sections of the Act
shall come into force on such date as the State Government may, by notification in the
Official Gazette, appoint and different dates may be appointed for different sections of this
Act and for different Hindu Public Religious Institutions and Charitable Endowments.



(a)

(&)

(e)

(d)
(e)

Definition—In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,—

"Charitable endowment" means all property given or endowed for the benefit
of, or used as of right by, the community or any section thereof for the
support or maintenance of objects of utility to the said community or section,
such as sarais, rest-houses, pathshalas, schools and colleges, houses for
feeding the poor and instituion for advancement of education, medical relief
fund and public health or other objects of like nature and includes the
institution concerned;

"Commissioner” means the Commissioner appointed under section 3 and
includes every officer, who for the time being exercises the powers and
performs the functions of a Commissioner under this Act or the rules made
thereunder;

"Financial Commissioner” shall means the Financial Commissioner appointed
by the Government to exercise the powers under this Act;

"Government" means the Government of Himachal Pradesh;

"hereditary trustee" means the trustee of a religious institution succession to
whose office devolves by hereditary right or by nomination by the trustee for
the time being in office or is regulated by custom, or is specifically provided
for by the founder, so long as such scheme of succession is in force;

"Hindu public religious institution" means a math, temple and endowment
attached thereto or a specified endowment, established with a religious object
for a public purpose and includes,—

(#) all property movable or immovable belonging to or given or endowed for
worship in, maintenance or improvement of, additions to, a math or
temple, for the performance of any service or charity connected
therewith;

(ii) the idols installed in the math or temple, clothes, ornaments and things for
decoration etc; and

(tif) religious institution under the direct control of the State Government:

but does not include,—

(i) such private religious maths or temples in which the public are not
interested; and
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(if) the gifts of the property made as personal gifts to the mahant, service-
holder or other employee of a religious institution;

"math" means a math as understood under Hindu law;

"non-hereditary trustee” means a trustee who is not a hereditary trustee;
"prescribed" means prescribed by rules made by the Government under this
Act; '

"pujari" includes a panda or other person who performs or conducts puja or

other rituals;

"schedule" means the schedule appended to this Act;

"temple" means a place, by whatever designation known, used as place of
public religious worship, and dedicated to, for the benefit of, or used as of
right by, the Hindu community or any section thereof as a place of public

religious worship; and

"trustee" means any person or body of persons, by whatever designation
known, in whom or in which the administration of a Hindu religious Public
institution and charitable endowment is vested, and includes any person or

body of persons who or which is liable as if such person or body of persons
where a trustee.

CHAPTER-II
APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS AND STAFF

Appointment of the Commissioner and other officers.—(1) The

Government shall appoint one or more Commissioners for the whole or different parts of the
State of Himachal Pradesh to exercise the powers and, functions conferred upon, or
entrusted to him by or under this Act.

(2)

The Government may, from time to time, appoint such other officers and staff

to assist the Commissioner as if may deem fit.

(3

The conditions of service of officers appointed under sub-section (2) shall be

such as may be determined by the Government.

4.

Commissioner to be a Hindo—A Commissioner and other officers who

may be directed to exercise any or all the powers or to perform the functions of the
Commissioner, shall be appointed out of the persons professing the Hindu religion.



A Powers and functions of the Commissioner.—(1) Subject to the other
provisions of this Act, the administration of all Hindu public religious institutions and
charitable endowments shall be under the general superintendence and control of the
Commissioner and such superintendence and control shall include the powers to pass orders
which may be deemed necessary to ensure that such institutions and endowments are
properly administered, and their income is duly appropriated for the purposes for which they
were founded or exist.

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing provision, the
Commissioner shall exercise the powers conferred on him and perform functions entrusted
to him by or under this Act and the rules framed thereunder.

CHAPTER-III

PREPARATION AND MAINTENANCE OF REGISTERS BY
RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS

6. Preparation and maintenance of registers by religious institutions.—{1)
For every Hindu public religious institution and charitable endowment, there shall be
prepared and maintained, in such form and manner as may be prescribed, a register
showing— :

(@) the origin and history of the institution, the names of the past and present
trustees and particulars as to the custom or usage, if any, regarding succession
to the office of the trustee:

(b) particulars of the scheme of administration and of the scale of expenditure;

(¢) the name of all officers to which any salary, emolument or perquisite is
attached and the nature, time and conditions of service 1n each case;

(d) the money, jewels, gold, silver, precious stones, vessels and utensils and other
movables belonging to the institution, with their weights, details of the
constituent elements and estimated value thereof;

() particulars of immovable properties and all other endowments of the
institution and all title deeds and other documents:

(f)  particulars of details of constituent elements of and coloured photographs of
the idols and other images in or connected with the institution, whether
intended for worship or for being carried in processions;



(2) particulars of ancient or historical records with their contents in brief; and
{h) such other particulars as may be required by the Commissioner.

(2) The register shall be prepared, signed and verified by the trustee of institution
concerned or by his authorised agent and submitted by him to the Commissioner, in
duplicate within three months from the date of the notice served upon him by the
Commissioner in this behalf or within such further period as may be allowed by the
Cummwsmnﬂr

Provided that each trustee or his agent specially authorised by him in that behalf be
required to swear an affidavit that the list of properties, both movable and immovable,
owned by the institution as shown in the register is complete. ;

(3) The Commissioner may, after such enquiry as he may consider necessary,
recommend and direct the trustee to carry out such alterations, mmssmns or additions in the
registers as the Commissioner may think fit.

(4) The trustee shall carryout the directions of the Commissioner and submit the
register to the Commissioner for approval within a period of three months from the date of
the order, failing which the register shall be deemed to have been corrected accordingly.

(5) A copy of the register as approved by the Commissioner shall be made
available to the trustee.

7.  Annual verification of the register.—(1) The trustee or his authorised agent
shall scrutinise the entries in the register every year, or at such interval of times, as may be
prescribed, and submit to the Commissioner for his approval, verified statement showing the
alterations, omissions or additions required in the register.

(2) The Commissioner may, thereupon, after such inquiry as he may consider
necessary direct the alteration omissions or additions, if any, to be made in the register.

(3) A copy of the order made under sub-section (2) shall be made available to the
trustee.

(4) The Trustee shall carry out the alterations, omissions or additions ordered by
the Commissioner in the copy of the register kept by him, within three months from the date
of the order, failing which the copy of the register shall be deemed to have been corrected
accordingly.



CHAPTER-IV

ADMINISTRATION AND MANAGEMENT OF HINDU PUBLIC RELIGIOUS
INSTITUTIONS AND CHARITABLE ENDOWMENTS

8. Trustee bound to obey orders made under the Act.—The trustee of a
Hindu public religious institution and charitable endowment shall carry out all orders made
and directions given by the Commissioner under the provisions of this Act.

9.  Care to be required of trustees and his powers.—(1) The trustee of every
Hindu public religious institution and charitable endowment shall administer its affairs and
apply its funds and properties in accordance with the terms of the trust, the custom or usage
of the institution and lawful directions which a competent authority may give in respect
thereof.

{(2) A trustee shall, subject to the provisions of this Act, be entitled to exercise all
powers incidental to the prudent and beneficial administration of the Hindu public religious
institution and charitable endowment and to all things necessary for the due performance of
the duties imposed upon him.

(3) A trustee shall not entitled to spend the funds of the Hindu public religious
institution and charitable endowment for meeting any costs, charges and expenses incurred
by him in any suit, appeal or application or other proceedings for, or incidental to, his
removal from office or the taking of any disciplinary action against him :

Provided that the trustee may reimburse himself in respect of such costs, charges or
expenses, if he is specifically permitted to do so by the Commissioner.

10. Trustee to furnish accounts, returns, etc.—The trustee of every Hindu
public religious institution or charitable endowment shall furnish to the Commissioner such
accounts, returns, reports or other information relating to the administration of the
institution in his charge, its funds, property or income or money connected therewith, or the
appropriation thereof, as the Commissioner may require, and at such time and in such form
as it may direct.

11. Inspection of property and documents.—(1) The Commissioner, or any
officer or other person deputed in that behalf by the Commissioner or the Government, may
inspect all movable or immovable properties belonging to, and all records, correspondence,
plans, accounts and other documents relating to any Hindu public religious institution and
charitable endowment and it shall be the duty of the trustee of such institution and
endowment and all officers and servants working under him, his agent and any person
having concern in the administration thereof, to afford all such assistance and facilities as



may be necessary or reasonably required in regard to such inspection, and also to produce
any such movable property or document for inspection, if so required.

(2) For the purposes of inspection as aforesaid the inspecting authority shall,
subject to the local practice, custom or usage, have power to enter at any reasonable hour
the premises of any public religious institution or any place of worship.

(3) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to authorise any person to enter the
premises or place referred to in sub-section (2) or any part thereof unless such person
professes the religion to which the premises or place belongs.

12. Alienation of immovable properties of public religious institution and
charitable endowment.—(1) Notwithstanding anything contained in any law for the time
being in force, no transfer by exchange, sale, mortgage or in any other manner whatsoever
and no lease of any immovable property belonging to, or given or endowed for the purposes
of any Hindu public religious institution and charitable endowment shall be made unless it
is sanctioned by the Commissioner as being necessary or beneficial to the institution and
any transfer made in contravention of this sub-section shall be void and inoperative.

(2) In according such sanction, the Commissioner may declare it to be subject to
such conditions and directions as he may deem necessary regarding the utilisation of the
amount raised by the transaction, the investment thereof and in the case of a mortgage,
regarding discharge of the same within a reasonable period.

{3) A copy of the order of the Commissioner under this section shall be
communicated to the trustee and shall be published in such manner as may be prescribed.

(4) The trustee may within three months from the date of receipt of a copy of the
order and any person having interest may, within three months from the date of the
publication of the order, prefer an appeal to the Financial Commissioner, who may modify
the order or set it aside.

13. Restriction on registration of document—Notwithstanding anything
contained in the Indian Registration Act, 1908, the registering authority shall not accept for
registration any deed of alienation of immovable property belonging to any Hindu public
religious institution and a charitable endowment unless a certified copy of the order made
under section 12 sanctioning such alienation is filed alongwith the deed.

14. Recovery of immovable property unlawfully alienated.—(1) Whenever it
comes to the notice of the Commissioner that any immovable property belonging to any
Hindu public religious institution and charitable endowment has been alienated in
contravention of section 12, he shall refer the matter to the Financial Commissioner.



(2) Upon receipt of a reference made under Sub-section (1), the Financial
Commissioner, shall hold a summary enquiry in the prescribed manner and on being
satisfied that any such property has been so alienated, shall deliver possession of the same to
the trustee of the institution or encroachment.

15. Removal of encroachment of land and premises belonging to a religious
institution and endowment.—(1) The provisions contained in the Himachal Pradesh Public
Premises and Land (Eviction and Rent Recovery) Act, 1971 (22 of 1971) shall be
applicable, as far as may be, in respect of unauthorised occupation of any land or premises
belonging to any Hindu public religious institution and charitable endowment as if it were
the property of Government within the meaning of that Act.

(2) The Commissioner may make any application for taking up appropriate
proceedings under the said Act to the authority competent thereunder and thereupon it shall
be lawful for such authority to take action in accordance with the provisions in that Act.

16. Power to act for protection of Hindu public religious institutions and
charitable endowment.—Where the Commissioner has the reason to believe that—

(a) any property belonging to a Hindu public religious and charitable endowment
is in danger of being wasted, damaged or improperly alienated by any trustee
Or any person, or

(b} the trustee or such person threatens, or intends to remove or dispose of that
property, the Commissioner may, by order grant a temporary injuction or
make such other order for the purpose of staying and preventing the wastage,
damage, alienation, sale, removal or disposition of such property, on such
terms as to the duration of injuction, keeping of accounts, giving security,
production of the property or otherwise, as he thinks fit.

(2) The Commissioner shall in all such cases, except where it appears that the
object of granting injuction would be defeated by delay, before granting an injuction, give
notice of the facts to the trustee or person concerned. -

(3) After hearing the trustee of person concerned and holding such inquiry as he
may think fit, the Commissioner may confirm, discharge, vary or set aside the order of
injuction or pass an appropriate order.

(49) In case of disobedience or breach of any injuction, any of its terms or any
order passed under this section, the Commissioner may apply to the Financial
Commissioner, who may, after hearing the Commissioner and the party affected, order the
property of the person, guilty of such disobedience of breach, to be attached, and may also
order the said person to be detained in civil prison for a term not exceeding one year. No



attachment under this sub-section shall remain in force for more than two years, at the end
of which time, if the disobedience or breach continues the property attached may be sold,
and out of the proceeds, the Financial Commissioner may award such compensation as he
thinks fit, and shall pay the balance, if any, to the person entitled thereto, and thereupon the
temporary injunction granted or any order passed by the Commissioner under this section, if
in force, shall stand vacated or, as the case may be, cancelled. -

(5) A trustee or a person, against whom, the order of injuction or any other order
under this sectien is passed, may within ninety days from the date of communication of such
order, appeal to the Financial Commissioner against such order.

17. Authority of trustee to incur expenditure for securing the health, safety
of convenience of pilgrims and worshippers.—The trustee of a Hindu public religious
institution and charitable endowment may, out of the funds in his charge, after satisfying
adequately the purpose of the institution or endowment, as the case may be, including the
proper performance of puja and other rituals, incur expenditure,— -

(a) for propagation of Hindu religion and faith according to the tenets of the
religious institution;

(k) for establishment and maintenance of the educational institution;
{¢) fortraining of vidyarthies; and

(d) for securing the health, safety and convenience of disciples, pilgrims and
waorshippers visiting the institution or endowment.

CHAPTER-V
APPOINTMENT AND REMOVAL OF TRUSTEES AND PUJARIS

18. Appointment and tenure of non-hereditary trustee and pujari—(1) The
Commissioner shall, in cases where there is no hereditary trustee or pujari of a Hindu
public religious institution and charitable endowment, appoint non-hereditary trustee or
pujari, as the case may be, in respect of such a Hindu public, religious institution and
charitable endowment, and in making such appointment, he shall have due regard to the
claims of persons belonging to the religious denomination for whose benefit the said
institution and charitable endowment is mainly maintained.

(2) A non-hereditary trustee or a pujari shall hold office for a term of five years,
unless in the mean while the trustee or pujari is removed or dimissed or his resignation is
accepted by the Commissioner or he otherwise ceases to be a trustee or a pujari.



(3) Every non-hereditary trustee or a pujari lawfully holding office on the date as
may be specified by the Government in this behalf shall be deemed to have been duly
appointed under this Act for the unexpired portion of his term of office or if there is no fixed
term of office, for the next period of five years.

(4) A non-hereditary trustee or a pujari shall be eligible for re-appointment.

19. Power to suspend, remove or dismiss trustees and pujari—(1) The
Commissioner may suspend, remove or dismiss the trustee or a pujari of any Hindu public
religious institution and charitable endowment,—

(@) for persistent default in the submission of budgets, accounts, reports or returns
to the Commissioner or any other officer authorised in this behalf:

(b) for wilful disobedience of any order issued under the provisions of this Act by
the Commissioner or the Government;

(¢) for any malfeasance, misfeasance, breach of trust or neglect of duty in respect
of the Hindu religious institution and charitable endowment or alienation of
any property, in contravention of this Act;

(d) for any misappropriation of, or improper dealing with, the pmpemcs of the
religious institution and endowment of which he is a trustee or a pujari;

(e) for having been found under the influence of intoxicating liquor or drugs in
the temple; and

(f)  for unsoundness of mind or other mental or physical defect or infirmity which
renders him unfit for discharging the functions of a trustee or a pujari:

Provided that no trustee or pujari shall be removed or dismissed by the
Commissioner under this section unless he has been given reasonable opportunity of being
heard.

(2) A non-hereditary trustee, or a pujari, who is suspended, removed or dismissed
by the Commissioner under sub-section (1), may, within one month from the date of receipt
of the order of suspension, removal or dismissal, prefer an appeal to such authority and in
the manner as may be prescribed by the Government.

(3) A hereditary trustee or pujari, who is suspended, removed or dismissed by the

Commissioner under sub-section (1), may, within two months from the date of receipt of the
order, prefer an appeal to the Financial Commissioner.
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A hereditary trustee or a pujari so suspended, removed or dismissed may be

allowed such maintenance as may be fixed by the Commissioner considering the financial
condition of the institution.

20.

Disqualifications of trustees and pujari.—A person shall be disqualified for

being appointed as, and for continuing to be, a trustee or a pujari as the case may be,—

(a)
(b)
(c)

(@)

(e)

(2)

(h)

(2)

21.

if he is an undischarged insolvent;
if he is of unsound mind and stands so declared by a competent court;

if he is interested either directly or indirectly in a subsisting lease of any
property of, or contract made with, or any work being done for, the institution
or endowment or is in arrears of any dues payable to such institution or
endowment;

if he is appearing as a legal practitioner on behalf of or against the institution
or endowment;

if he has been sentenced by a criminal court for an offence involving moral
turpitude, and such sentence has not been reversed;

if he has acted adversely to the interest of the institution and endowment;
if he is an addict to intoxicating liquors or drugs;

in case of non-hereditary trustee or a pujari, if he has not completed twenty-
one years of age; and

in the case of a Hindu public religious institution, if he ceases to profess
Hindu religion or persuation or to belong to the religious denomination to
which the Hindu public religious institution and charitable endowment

pertains.
Filling of vacancy in the office of hereditary trustee or pujari—(1) When

a permanent vacancy occurs in the office of the hereditary trustee or a pujar, as the case
may be, of a Hindu public religious institution and a charitable endowment, the next in the
line of succession shall be entitled to succeed to the office.

(2)

When temporary vacancy occurs in such an office by reason of the suspension

of hereditary trustee or pujari, as the case may be, under sub-section (1) of section 19 or by
reason of his ceasing to hold office under the provisions of section 20, the next in the line of
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succession shall be appointed by the Commissioner to discharge the functions of the trustee,
or as the case may be, of the pujari, until his disability ceases.

(3) When a permanent or temporary vacancy occurs in such an office and there is
a dispute relating to the right of succession to the office, or when such vacancy cannot be
filled up immediately or when there is a dispute relating to the person who is entitled to act
as such, the Commissioner may appoint a fit person to discharge the functions of the trustee,
or as the case may be, of the pujari, of the religious institution and endowment, until the
disability of the hereditary trustee or pujari ceases or another hereditary trustee or pujari
succeeds to the office or for such shorter term as the Commissioner may direct.

Explanation—In making any appointment under this sub-section, the
Commissioner shall have due regard to the claims of the members of the family, if any,
entitled to the succession.

CHAPTER-V1
BUDGET AND MAINTENANCE OF ACCOUNTS

22. Budget of religious institutions and charitable endowments.—The trustee
of a Hindu public religious institution and charitable endowment, shall, before the end of
December, in each year, submit to such authority and in such form and manner as may be
prescribed by the Government, a budget showing the probable receipts and disbursements of
the Hindu public religious institution and charitable endowment during the following
financial year.

(2) Every such budget shall make adequate provision for—
(a) the scale of expenditure for the time being in force and customary
expenditure;

(b) the due discharge of all liabilities binding on the institution and
endowment;

(c) expenditure om religious, educational and charitable purposes not
inconsistent with the objects of the institution;

(d) for the encouragement and the spread of religious instructions according
to the tenets of the religious institution;

() expenditure on the repairs and renovations of the buildings and
preservation and protection of the properties and assets of the Hindu
public religious institution and charitable endowment; and

(/) the amount of expenditure that may be incurred by a trustee under
section 17.
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(3) The Commissioner may, on receipt of the budget, make such alterations,
omissions or additions therein as he may deem proper.

(4) Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for the time being in
force or in any custom, usage or practice to the contrary, the provisions made for
remuneration of any office holder or for any other item of expenditure in respect of any
religious institution and endowment may be increased, decreased or modified by the
Commissioner if such increase, decrease or modification is considered necessary in view of
the financial condition and the interest of the religious institution and the endowment.

(5) A trustee may, within one month of the date of the receipt by him of order
passed by the Commissioner under sub-section (3) or sub-section (4) prefer an appeal
against such order to the Financial Commissioner.

23. Accounts.—(1) The trustee of every Hindu public religious institution and
charitable endowment shall keep regular accounts or all receipts and disbursements. Such
accounts shall be kept for each calendar year separately in such form and shall contain such

particulars as may be specified by the Commissioner.
(2) Wherever the Commissioner has reason to believe that,—

{a) the trustee is not keeping regular accounts of all receipts and
disbursements as required under sub-section (1); or

(b) the expenditure in relation to a Hindu public religious institution and
charitable endowment is not being incurred in accordance with the budget
approved under section 22; or

(c) it has become necessary to ascertain the fiscal mo=ition of the Hindu
public religious institution and charitable endowment;

the Commissioner may direct the trustee—

(i) to furnish the true and audited accounts of such institution and
endowment, and in relation to such period as may be specified by the
Commissioner; or

(ii) where the accounts are not annually audited to get the accounts in relation
to such period as my be specified by the Commissioner, audited by a
person who is a Chartered Accountant within the meaning of the
Chartered Accountants Act, 1949, (38 of 1949) or by such other person as
may be authorised in this behalf by the Government.
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(3) Every auditor conducting the audit under sub-section (2) shall have access to
the accounts and to all books, vouchers, other documents and records in possession of, or
under the control of the trustee. The trustee shall provide to such auditor all facilities for
such access.

CHAPTER VI
OFFENCES AND PENALTIES

24. Penalty for refusal by trustees etc. to comply with the provisions of this
Act.—If any trustee, officer, servant, agent, pujari or any other person concerned with the
administration of the Hindu public religious institution and charitable endowment—

(@) refuses, or willfully fails to comply with the provisions of this Act or the
orders and directions issued thereunder or obstructs any proceedings taken
under this Act; or

() refuses, or wilfully fails to furnish any reports, statements, accounts or other
information called for under this Act;

he shall be punished with fine which may extend to rupees one thousand or in default with
imprisonment for a term which may extend to one month.

25. Penalty for wrongful withholding of property belonging to the religious
institution and charitable endowment.—Any person who,—

(@) having in his possession, custody or control any property, document or books
of accounts belonging to any Hindu public religious institution and charitable
endowment, the management of which has been regulated under the
provisions of this Act, wrongfully withholds such property or document or
books of accounts from the Commissioner or any other person duly
authorised by the Government or the Commissioner to inspect or call for the
same;

(b) wrongfully obtains possession of, or retains any property, document or books
of accounts of such religious institution and endowment, or wilfully withholds
or fails to furnish or deliver to the Commissioner or any other person
authorised by him in this behalf; or

() wrongfully removes, destroys or mutilates property, document or books of
accounts of such religious institution and charitable endowment;
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shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine,
or with both.

CHAPTER VIII
MISCELLANEOUS

26. Protection of action taken under this Act—{(1) No officer or servant of the
Government shall be liable in any civil or criminal proceedings in respect of any act done or
purporting to be done under this Act or under the rules made thereunder, if the act has been
done in good faith and in the course of execution of the duties imposed or in discharge of
the functions assigned by or under this Act.

(2) No suit or other legal proceedings shall lie against the Government for any
damage caused or likely to be caused or any injury suffered or likely to be suffered by virtue
of any provisions of this Act or by anything done in good faith or intended to be done in
pursuance of this Act or the rules made.thereunder.

27. Power to give directions.—The Government may, from time to time, give
such general or specific directions in writing, to the Commissioner for the effective
implementation of the provisions of this Act and while so doing may rescind, alter or
modify any order made by the Commissioner and the Commissioner shall follow them in
the discharge of his duties.

28. Power of State Government to review.—The state Government may, suo-
motu or on an application moved by any person considering himself aggrieved from any
order or decision of the Financial Commissioner made under this Act, review such order or
decision and make such order thereon as it thinks fit:

Provided that, before any order is made under this section, the State Government
shall afford to any person, likely to be affected adversely by such order, an opportunity of
being heard.

29. Power to amend schedule-1 — (1) The Government may, if it is of opinion
that it is expedient or necessary in the public interest so to do, by notification in the Official
Gazette, add to, omit from, Schedule-I any Hindu public religious institution and charitable
endowment and on any such notification being issued, the Schedule-I shall be deemed to be
amended accordingly.

(2) Every such notification shall, as soon as possible, after it is issued, be laid
before the Legislative Assembly of the State.
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30. Delegation of powers.—(1) The Government may delegate any of its powers
and functions under this Act, except the powers exercisable by it under sub-section (1) of
section 3 and section 34, to the Commissioner or any other officer subject to such conditions
as it may impose.

(2) The Government may also direct that any power exercisable and duty or
function to be performed by any officer appointed under this Act may be performed be any
other officer subject to such conditions as it may impose.

(3) Subject to such directions or instructions, as the Government may from time
to time issue, the Commissioner, may with the prior approval of the Government, delegate
any of its functions to any other officer of the Government or any person working under him
and may in the like manner withdraw any of the functions so delegated. The Commissioner
may fix any terms and conditions subject to which the functions so delegated shall be

performed.

31. Powers to remove difficulties.—If any difficulty arises in giving effect to the
provisions of this Act, the Government may, by an order published in the Official Gazette,
make such provisions not inconsistent with the purposes of this Act as appear to it necessary
or expedient for removing the difficulty:

Provided that no such order shall be made after the expiry of a period of two vears
from commencement of the Act.

32. Bar of jurisdiction.—Save as expressly provided in this Act, no Civil Court
shall have jurisdiction to entertain or adjudicate upon any dispute or matter which is to be
decided by any officer or authority under this Act, and in respect of which the decision or
order of such officer or authority has been made final and conclusive,

33.  Act not to apply to certain religious institutions. —Nothing in this Act shall
apply to Sikh Gurdwaras governed and regulated by the Sikh Gurdwars Act, 1925 (8 of
1925).

34. Power to make rules.—(1) The Government may, subject to the conditions
of previous publication, make rules for the purpose of carrying into effect the provisions of
this Act.

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing powers, such rules may
provide for—

(a) conditions of service of officers and staff to be appointed under section 3;

(b) the form and manner in which the registers are to be maintained under
section 6;
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(c) the scrutiny of the entries in the registers under section 7;

(d) the manner in which the order made by the Commissioner under section
12 sanctioning the alienation of properties shall be published;

(¢) the manner in which enquiry is to be conducted under section 14(2);

() the authority to which and the manner in which appeal is to be preferred
under section 19; )

(g) the form and manner in which the budget is to be prepared under section
2

(h) the form of statements, returns, and other forms required to be maintained
by or under this Act and the manner in which these are to be maintained;

(i) the returns, accounts or other information to be submitted by the trustees
or other persons concerned with the administration of a Hindu public
religious institution or charitable endowment;

(/) the preservation, maintenance, management and improvements of the
properties and buildings of religious institutions,

(k) the preservation of idols and images in temples; and
() any other matter which is to be or may be prescribed under this Act.

(3) Every rule made under this Act shall be laid, as soon as may be after it is
made, before the Legislative Assembly while it is in session for a total period of not less
than fourteen days which may be comprised in one session or in two or more successive
sessions and if before the expiry of the session in which it is 5o laid or the session aforesaid,
the Assembly makes any modification in the rule or decides that the rule should not be made
the rule shall thereafter have effect only in such modified form or be of no effect, as the case
may, so, however, that only such modification or annulment shall be without prejudice to
the validity of anything previously done under that rule.

35. Certain enactments to cease to apply to Hindu public religious institutions
and charitable endowments.—On and from the date on which the provisions of this Act are
made applicable to any Hindu public religious institution and charitable endowment
(hereinafter referred as the "said date"), the provisions of any of the laws specified in
Schedule-II which might be applicable to any public religious institution or charitable
endowment shall cease to apply thereto:

Provided that such cessation shall not in any way affect—

{a) any right, title, interest, obligation or liability already acquired, accrued or
incurred before the said date;
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(b) any legal proceeding for any remedy in respect of such right, title, interest,
obligation or liability, instituted before the said date; or

(c) anything duly done or suffered before the said date.



GOVERNMENT OF HIMACHAL PRADESH
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT (A)
NOTIFICATION

Shimla-2, the 15th October, 1984 :

No. 16-15/75-GAD-Vol. IV.—The following draft of the Himachal Pradesh Hindu
Public Religious Institutions and Charitable Endowments Rules, 1984 which the Governor
of Himachal Pradesh proposes to make in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section
(1) of section 34 of the Himachal Pradesh Hindu Public Religious Institutions and
Charitable Endowment Act, 1984 (Act No. 18 of 1984) is hereby published as required by
the said sub-section (1) for the information of all persons likely to be affected thereby, and
notice is hereby given that the said draft rules will be taken into consideration by the State
Government after the expiry of a period of thirty days from the date of publication of this
notification in the Rajpatra, Himachal Pradesh.

Any objection or suggestion which may be received from any person with respect to
the said draft rules before the expiry of the period of aforesaid will be considered by the
State Government in the finalisation of the said rules.

The objection or suggestion, if any, may be addressed to the Secretary (GAD) to
the Government of Himachal Pradesh, Shimla-2.

THE HIMACHAL PRADESH HINDU PUBLIC RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS AND
CHARITABLE ENDOWMENTS RULES, 1984

1.  Short title, extent and commencement.—(1) These rules may be called the
Himachal Pradesh Hindu Public Religious Institutions and Charitable Endowments Rules,
1984.

(2) These extend to the whole of the State of Himachal Pradesh.

(3) These shall come into force at once.

2.  Definitions.—In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires,—

(a) "Act" means the Himachal Pradesh Hindu Public Religious Institutions
and Charitable Endowments Act, 1984 (Act No. 18 of 1984);

(b) "Assistant Commissioner" means the Assistant Commissioner appointed
under rule 3;
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(¢) "Depreciation Fund" means a fund to which contributions as approved by
the Commissioner are to be made for meeting the expenditure for
restoration of assets which are subject to wear and tear;

(d) "Reserve fund" means a fund set apart to provide for contingencies as
may be approved by the Commissioner;

(e) "Section" means a section of the Act; and

(f) all other words and expressions used herein but not defined and defined in
the Act shall have the meanings respectively assigned to them in the Act.

3.  Conditions of service of officers and staff appointed under section 3.—
The Assistant Commissioner or Assistant Commissioners shall be appointed to assist the
Commissioner from amongst officers of the Himachal Pradesh Administrative Service. The
ministerial staff will be taken from the offices of the Deputy Commissioners and the audit
staff will be taken from the Finance Department (Local Audit Department) of Himachal
Pradesh Government on such terms and conditions as the State Government may determine,

4. Form and manner in which the registers are to be maintained under
section 6.—The register shall be maintained in Form 'A'.

5. Notice ﬁnder section 6 (2).—The notice to be issued by the Commissioner
under section 6 (2) shall be in Form 'B'.

6. Scrutiny and verification of the entries in the registers wunder
section 7.—The verified statement required to be submitted to the Commissioner under
section 7(1) shall be accompanied by —

(a) an affidavit of the trustee or his authorised agent to the effect that he has
physically checked and verified the items as mentioned in the said document;
and

(b) a certificate to the effect that all the title deeds and documents of the
immovable property as mentioned in the register maintained under section 6
read with rule 5, colour photographs and images of idols, particulars of
ancient or historical records, or any other valuable items, are in his custody.

In case of any variation in the contents as shown in the register and at the time of

physical verification, the trustee or his authorised agent shall inform the Commissioner of
the action taken by him as required under law.
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The verification shall start from the 1st of April and will be completed by 30th June
every year. During the verification the trustee or his authorised agent shall ensure that all the
latest acquisitions have been incorporated in the register.

7. Action required under section 9(1) in case of damage to or encroachment
on the immovable property.—In case of any damage to or encroachment on the
immovable property, the trustee or his authorised agent shall take all necessary steps
required by law and shall also report the matter to the Commissioner.

8.  Application under section 12 seeking transfer of land.—The application
seeking permission for transfer of immovable property belonging to, or given or endowed
for the purposes of, any Hindu Public Religious Institution and Charitable Endowment by
way of exchange, sale, mortgage or in any other manner whatsoever or for the lease of any
such property, shall be in form 'C'.

9, Manner of the publication of the order of the Commissioner under
section 12(3).— A copy of the order issued by the Commissioner under section 12(3) shall
be sent to the trustee concerned and the proposed aliences by registered post. It shall be also
published by.

(@) affixture of the copy of the order on the notice board on the front door of the
religious institution concerned,

(b) affixture of the copy of the order in a conspicuous place of the village or town
where the property is situated. In case there is a Panchayat-Ghar, the
requirements of the rule will be met by affixture of the copy of the order on
the Panchayat-Ghar, and

(c) affixture of the copy of the order on the property in question and where the
said property is land, then by proclamation of the order by beat of drum.

10. Manner in which the enquiry is to be conducted under section 14 (2).—
The Financial Commissioner shall give a reasonable opportunity to the trustee and the
proposed alienace. He shall afford the parties opportunity to adduce evidence and make an
order after hearing them. The Financial Commissioner shall not be bound to follow the
procedure laid down in the Code of Civil Procedure and Indian Evidence Act. A copy of
every order of the Financial Commissioner shall be published in the official gazette.

11. Appellate authority under section 19 (2).—The Financial Commissioner
shall be the appellate authority under section 19(2) of the Act.

12. Manner in which appeal is to be preferred under section 19(2).—Every
appeal to the Financial Commissioner against the order of the Commissioner under
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section 19 (i} shall be preferred in the form of a memorandum signed by the appellant or his
pleader. The memorandum shall set forth, concisely and under distinct heads, the grounds of
objections to the order appealed and such grounds shall be numbered consecutively. Such
appeal shall be sent to the Financial Commissioner either by registered post or presented in
person or by a pleader and shall be accompanied by :

{a) certified copy. of the orders appealed from; and

() as many copies of the memorandum of appeal as are required for service upon
the parties whose rights or interest shall be affected by any order that may be
passed in such appeals.

13. Form of budget to be prepared under section 22.—The budget will be
prepared in form 'D".

14. Return of income and expenditure under section 34(2) (h).—The return of
income and expenditure shall be filled by the trustee in form 'E' every quarter to the
Commissioner. 1

15. Repairs of temple buildings under section 34(2)(1).—In all cases where the
temple building is more than 100 years old, the repair will be effected in consultation with
the Department of Language and Culture, Himachal Pradesh Government. It shall be the
duty of the trustee or the Pujari of any Hindu Public Religious Institution and Charitable
Endowment to spend the allocated amount in the budget approved by the Commissioner on
the repairs and renovation of the building and preservation and protection of the property
and assets of the Hindu Public Religious Institution and Charitable Endowment.

16. Preservation and security of idols and images under section 34(2) (k).—It
shall be the duty of the trustee or Pujari of any Hindu Public Religious Institutions and
Charitable Endowment to take all necessary measures as directed by the Commissioner
from time to time, for the preservation and security of idols and images in temples.
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FORM 'A

(Rule 4)
(PARTICULARS AT CLOSE OF FINANCIAL YEAR)
PART—A
Origin and history Name of the Particulars as to the information of Customs and usage regarding following
of the Institution past and present usage and customs if any, regarding 3
trustees succession to the office of the trustee
1 2 3 4

({) Management of the institution.

{if} Tenure of the trustee/manager.

(iif) The powers and procedure regarding
election/selection/nomination of the
Baridars. §

(i¥) The share of the Baridars.

Note—(1) While filling up this form, the trustee shall invariably refer to the source from which the information has been
obtained. .

{2) This register should be in six parts.

Form'A'
PART—B

TOTAL ESTIMATED INCOME FOR THE PROCEEDING TEN YEARS (YEAR-WISE)

1974-75
1975-76
1976-77
1977-78
1978-79
1979-80
1980-81
1981-82
1982-83
1983-84



tT

ParT'C'

SCALE OF EXPENDITURE YEAR-WISE

Annual recur-

Expenditure on Annual expendi- Annual expendi- Expenditure on ~ Expenditure for Recurring ex-
performance or ring expenditure ture for the last ture on training Dharamshala and  the last 3 years penditure for
puja and other for the last three three years rela- of Vidyarathis Sarais for the last  (Year-wise) on the last three
rituals relating to ~ years (Year-wise) ting to medical indicate total an- three years repair and reno- years (Year-
worship of deity relating to main- institutions (in- nual expendi- {year-wise) vation of build- wise) on any
for the last three tenance of the formation in res- ture for the last (please indicate  ings (Other than other institu-

years (Year-wise) educational insti- pect of each insti- three vears expenditure in Dharamshalas, tions run or
tutions (infor- tution may be (year-wise) respect of each educational activity under

mation in respect given separately) Dharamshala or institutions) - taken
of each institution Sarai separately)
is to be given
separately)
| 2 i 4 5 & 7
ParT'D'
NAME OF THE EMPLOYEES AND THE NATURE OF SERVICE
Mame and designation of the Nature of Service Salary Perquisites Total emoluments
employees of the institution with (It may be specified whether the
parentage employment is part time or full time,
hereditary of non-hereditary)
1 2 3 4 5




5T

PART'E'

MOVEABLE PROPERTY
(i) FUNDS :
Deposits
Cash in hand
Current/Saving Accounts in Banks/Post Long term deposits in Bahks/Post Offices/Other
Offices/Other Institutions Institutions
Interest Account No. Amount Interest Account No. Periodof  Amount
and type and type deposit
(ii) OTHER MOVEABLE PROPERTY :
Serial No. Item Description Quantity in Constituent elements Estimated present
No. Weight with proportions value
L. Jewellery
= Gold
3 Silver
4, Jewels/precious stones
5. Vessels
6. Utensils
7

Other moveable property .
not specified above 4




9z

PART F'

Name of village/town where the Khasra No.

AGRICULTURAL LAND Khatauni No Area LR/Rent Approximate Annual income from each
value as per sale property (Please paste a copy of

immovable property is situated deeds or other  the latest Jamabandi certificate/

documents copy of sale deed/gift deed)

2

3.
4.

BUILDINGS AND SHOPS :

Particulars of the building/

shop :

1. Location

Khasra No,

Description of the building

Name of the building

Plinth area of the building

Estimated value of the

building

7. Annual income from the
building

ANY OTHER PROPERTY WITH FULL PARTICULARS

o o

DETAILS OF TITLE DEED AND DOCUMENTS

PART'G

Name of the Idol Constituent elements of Details of Images of paintings Particulars of ancient or
the Idol elc. historical records with their
contents in brief
1 2 3 4

Note.—The coloured photographs of Idols and Images should be kept in an Album which will form a part of the register.



FoRM 'B'
(Rule 5)

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER..........ccoiicniiinnnins HIMACHAL PRADESH
1 PRI T Dated .-....iccooiivinis

NOTICE UNDER SUB-SECTION (2) OF SECTION 6 OF THE ACT

Whereas the Himachal Pradesh Hindu Public Religious Institutions and Charitable
Endowments Act, 1984 has come into force, -

Whereas the aforesaid Act applies to your institutions namely...........ccccceceveereeeecneienas

And whereas under section 6(1) of Himachal Pradesh Hindu Public Religious
Institutions and Charitable Endowment Act, 1984, you are required to prepare and maintain
a register as prescribed under Rule 4.

Now in exercise of the powers conferred upon me under section 6(2) of Himachal
Pradesh Hindu Public Religious Institutions and Charitable Endowments Act, 1984, 1
hereby serve notice on Shri........cccocvecrccrccrvecnrnecsenseese e U T e
trustee/authorised agent of the trustee, to submit the register, in duplicate, maintained by
him under the aforesaid provision of the Act, to the undersigned within 3 months from the
date of this notice. The register should be complete in all respect duly signed by the trustee
or his authorised agent.

Commissioner,
{with his stamp affixed).

To

ForMm 'C’

(Rule 8)
FORM OF APPLICATION SEEKING PERMISSION FOR TRANSFER/LEASE OF
IMMOVABLE PROPERTY UNDER SECTION 12 OF THE ACT

To
The Commissioner,
vesrrrssnssferene LIIVISION,
seresenssnnneneny Himiachal Pradesh.
Application of ..........ccrssvnennn.TESIdEDE OF......ccc.cc o TG S
DERLEE. ..o reneciin District. wenemeeneenenne LNE @pplicant showeth as follows:
(1) That the applicant is the trustee/authorised agent of the........occevvrreccieneenc.
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(2)

()

(4)

(3)
(6)

That the applicant wants to transfer/lease the following property by................
(give the mode of transfer).

Agricultural land Buildings Any other property
| PO L £ U SISO S S
e et S-S p1o e A U N e T o e L
3 ............... bperpssssrpesssase  SESMMEEAMMSESsEENESSSEEEEEREEEE  SEEERTISSEssEeEEsEessssseEEssiesE

That the gross annual income from the above said property comes to Rs..........
the details of which are given below :—

3

That the applicant wants to transfer/lease the said property to Shri...................
T R e i e belonging 1o........ceceeersennseneen{ flll address) for the

That the amount of cONSIAETALION 15...cccccscereeerrssrresssssssrrrssesrmmrrrssessssmrrrrrssssasssese

That this property has’have not been reflected in the register. The income of
the property has been/has not been reflected in budget for the year...................
The reasons for omission of property in the register maintained under section
6(2) of the Himachal Pradesh Hindu Public Religious Institutions and
Charitable Endowments Act, 1984 is that............cccveneerirercann

The reason for omission of the Income of the property is that...
It is, therefore, requested that permission under section-12 of the Hlmachal Pradcah Hmdu
Public Religious Institutions and Charitable Endowments Act, 1984 may please be

accorded.

Signature of trustee or his

....... : authorised agent.
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FORM D'
(Rule 13)

NAME AND LOCATION OF THE RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS ANNUAL
BUDGET FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR............c.coimmimersrarensns

Estimated Receipts Estimated Disbursement

1 2 ;
Rs. P. Rs. P.
L Opening Balance.— . Estimated Disbursement—
(f) Cash in hand (@)  Non recurring—
(i) Cash at Bank (#) Major repairs and re-

building of the Assets, such
as building, wells, canals,

*II.  Estimated Receipts— first manuring ofagricul-
tural lands, etc.
(@) Non-Recurring— (i) New purchase of immoveable
properties, scrips for invest-
(i) Donations to be received towads Charitable ments valuable and mov-
Endowment or for capital objects. ables, etc.
(if) ordinary donations to be received for (i#ii) fixed deposits with Banks
specific or earmarked objects(s). and other Companies..
(i) Ordinary donations (b) Recurring—
' - (i} Rents, rates, taxes and
Insurance
() Recurring— (if) Administration expenses
(ifi) Payment of salaries and
requisites to the staff,
(i) Rents, lease rents on immovable property (iv) Transfer to Depreciation
(it) Interest, on debentures, securities, deposits, Fund—

etc,



0t

Estimated Receipts Estimated Disbursement

Rs. P. Es. P.
(#if) Dividends on shares, etc. (v) Special and current Repairs to
(iv) Income from agricultural lands building, furniture or other
(v) Other revenue receipts assets.
MI. Realisation from disposal of assets, repayment II. Miscellaneous expenses not
of deposits, etc. covered by the items above.
III. Expenses on the objects of the
(a) Sale of share, securities etc. (Details to be given for each object)
(b) repayment of deposits, securities, loans, etc. (1)
(¢) Disposal of assets. ; (2)
(d) Others. . (3) :
IV. Surplus of receipts over
expenditure—
(D to be retained in cash or
bank
(i) to be transferred to reserve
fund
(i)  to be added to Charitable
endowment

(iv) Closing balance
(f) CashinhandRs........... -
(i) Cash at Bank Rs........ccco0nna
Tﬂtﬁl g Tﬂ‘tﬂ.l

Note.— The item-wise details of income and expenditure with description of property, shares, deposits, staff and works, etc.,
from which income is to be derived and on which expenditure is to be incurred should be attached to that it is clear
as to the basis on which the estimates have been prepared.



1€

FD‘RM IIEH

RETURN OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
[Under Rule 14 and Section 34(2) (k) of the Act]

(6) Current account
(c) Price of crop, etc.
Total

Land—
(@) Estimated quantity of corp
(h) Other income from land

Total Income from land . .

Rents and fees—
(a) Income from shops situated within the

premises of the temple
Total i
4.0fferings to Deity—
(@) Cash
Total

L

i il . Templeaf s
uarter ending............ccoueureensssns
Income Expenditure
Rs. P Rs. P
Opening Balance—
{a) Cash I. (@) Pay of employees and servants

{b) Travelling allowance
(¢) Contingenices
Total

Expenditure for general daily worship

Expenditure for festivals and ceremonies

(@) Expenditure for personal
cultivation and horticulture

(b)  Expenditure for improvement
and repair of lands

(c) Expenditure for repair of buildings
Total expenditure for repair of land
and buildings

Expenditure towards suits and cases

Total

(a) Medical expenditure on trustee/employee




A3

Income Expenditure

() Expenditure on Schools and libraries

5.  Grants and Aids from Government (if any) (¢) Miscellancous charitable expenses
6. Interest on deposits, if any == VS '
Total e ' Total

7. Maintenance of domestic animals
Grand Total i Total

8. (a) Purchase of Land
(b) Purchase of dommtm animals

Grand Total . .
Temple Of...... B eisrinsresasserrsnnsirs Ty By AR NS 5 SR P

‘u’tllagc:’I‘uwn
Date.... Name of TrustesfRjari......ici...cccvsmreonsasrness




SCHEDULE-]
[See section 1 (3) and section 29]

Sr. No. Name of Hindu Public Religious Institutions or Charitable Endowment

1.  Tara Devi Temple at Tara Devi, District Shimla
2. Durga Mata Temple at Hatkoti, District Shimla
3. Bhima Kali Ji, Temple '
Shri Raghunath Ji
Shri Nar Singh Ji ' Located at Sarahan, District Shimla
Shri Cankara Davta Ji
4 Hanuman Temple at Jakhoo, Shimla, District Shimla
5.  Shri Naina Devi Temple, Naina Devi, District Bilaspur
6.  Lakshmi Narayan Temple at Chamba, District Chamba
7 Jawalamukhi Temple at Jawalamukhi, District Kangra
8.  Brajeshwari Devi Temple at Kangra, District Kangra
9.  Chintpurni Temple at Chintpurni, District Una
10.  Mandir Damtal at Damtal, District Kangra
11. Temple Baba Balak Nath at Deot Siddh, District Hamirpur
12.  Ajodhya Nath Temple Rampur, District Shimla
13,  Dattatreya Temple at Dutt Nagar, District Shimla

SCHEDULE-II
(See section 35)

o

The Charitable and Religious Trusts Act, 1920 (Central Act XIV of 1920)

Shri Naina Devi Temple Management Act, 2005 EK.

Any other law order or circular relating to religious and charitable endowments in
force in any part of the territories to which this Act for the time being extends.

bl o
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THE HIMACHAL PRADESH HINDU PUBLIC RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS AND
CHARITABLE ENDOWMENTS (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2007

(AS ASSENTED TO BY THE GOVERNBOR ON 315T MAY, 2007)

AN

ACT

Further to amend the Himachal Pradesh Hindu Public Religious Institutions and Charitable
Endowments Act, 1984 (Act No 18 of 1984).

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of Himachal Pradesh in the Fifty-eight
Year of the Republic of India as follows:-

Short title. 1.

Amendment 2
of section 2.

(@)

This Act may be called the Himachal Pradesh Public Religious
Institutions and Charitable Endowments (Amendment) Act, 2007.

In section 2 of the Himachal Pradesh Public Religious Institutions and
Charitable Endowments (Amendment) Act, 2007.

For clause (f), the following clause shall be substituted, namely :-

()

(b)

“Hindu public religious institution” means a math, temple,
smadh, smadhi, dera and endowment attached thereto or a
specified endowment, established with a religious object for a
public purpose and includes, -

(@)

All property movable or immovable belonging to or
given or endowed for worship in, maintenance or
improvement of, additions to, a math, temple, smadh,
smadhi or dera for the performance of any service of
charity connected therewith :

The idols installed in the math, temple, smadh,
smadhi or dera, cloths, ornaments and things, for
decoration etc.; and

Religious institution under the direct control of the
State Government; but does not include such private
religious math, temple, smadh, smadhi or dera, in
which the public are not interested:

Provided that any offering, whether in kind
or in cash, made by any pilgrim or by any other
person in any Himachal Pradesh Public Religious
Institutions shall be deemed to be the property of
such religious institution;” ; and

For clause (i), the following clause shall be substituted,
namely :-



“(i)  “pujari” includes a panda or a person appointed by
the Commissioner for performing puja or other
rituals, other than hereditary trustees holding office as

trustee;”.
Amendment 3. In section 3 of the principal Act, -
of section 3.
(@) After sub-section (I), the following sub- section shall be

inserted, namely :-

“(1-A) The Principal Secretary of Secretary (Language, Arts
and Culture) to the State Government shall be the
Chief Commissioner (Temple).”. and

(b) In sub-section (3), at the end, for the sign “.”, the words,
brackets and sign “and the Recruitment and Promotion Rules
and other conditions of service of the temple trusts
employees shall be such as may be notified by the Chief
Commissioner (Temple),” shall be substituted.

Amendment 4. in section 5 of the principal Act, after sub-section (2), the following
of section 5. sub-sections shall be inserted, namely :-
“(3) Subject to section 20, the Commissioner may constitute a

Managing Committee of the trustees for superintendence and
control of the temple, if deems proper.

4) The recruitment, purchase of vehicle or new construction
work in any temple, shall be subject to the prior approval of
the Chief Commissioner (Temple).

) The Commissioner shall exercise the financial powers up to
tifty thousand rupees in each Scheme, and the Schemes
involving expenditure exceeding fifty thousand rupees, shall
be approved by the Chief Commissioner (Temple) and such
Schemes shall be forwarded by the Director, Department of
Language and Culture, Himachal Pradesh to the Chief
Commissioner (Temple):

Provided that the maximum limit fixed under this sub
section shall not apply in release of salaries or honorarium of
the staff of the temple, trusts, committees or other institution
under the control of trusts or committees.”

Amendment 5. In section 18 of the principal Act, after sub- section (4), the
of section following sub-section shall be inserted, namely :-
18.

“(5) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1), the

Commissioner shall appoint not exceeding twenty trustees
including official, non- official, hereditary and non-hereditary



Amendment
of section
22,

Amendment
of section
23.

trustees which shall constitute the trust.

6) The quorum of the meeting of the trust shall be two third of
the total number of trustees.”-

6. In section 22 of the principal Act, after sub-section (5), the following
sub-section shall be inserted, namely :-

“(6) The annual budget including audit and accounts statement
shall be placed before the Management Committee for its
approval.”.

7. Insection 23 of the principal Act, after sub-section (3), the following
sub-section shall be inserted, namely :-

“(4) The internal audit of the temple trusts shall be conducted by
the section Officer (SAS) of the Language & Culture
Department.”.
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feTael o favg, Ardsiie anfiies |l 3R Y fa=amd a1,
1984 (1984 T NfATH H=Aid 18) & IR UM TR & forw
Fferfae |

YR RS & shdcd ay ¥ R Uy fAum | gRy
f=faRaa wu & I8 ffafaa 81—

1. 39 M &1 Hlera T e uew R ddaie W T
emfies wver SR go o= (Weiem) <rfdife, 2010 2|

2. fRumd wey g wrdwife anfife wven &R g fawm 7 o9
12— bl
1984 T 18 SIS, 1984 BT TRT 12 & TN, FETIRIT &RT SRS BT y1ome
SITQafT, aferfq ——

12—, &g A anfifes SRl iR gd fa=mdl & dM
3R AT T IHAHMVL—(1) a5, ATt anfifer sl JiR
Ul =l gRT A SR Ardl & AR UeRi H T StgTel
@ 9e/d B SUWRT (2) & M 3T AR & srgHed &
g e, faffd sik @af=a sxarar S | | $iR Ard)
DI M AR G ATaTRE 94, 8 I AT HRATAT ST
IR @1 fraer denr ege, feeforRaa A fasar s,
AT ——

(&) |
() <9 yfoea AFr Afer 9 gEfad Q= fhareemr
& oTT START § SR ST
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(i) < T A9 B 9T ARG W §b B wgef
dfv o’ | fdHar S eIk
(i) R wfcrerd | AfeR | RfE (RSTd) <=@r ST |
(Tr) 9fdy -
() o ufcrera ard wfer @ =T fharean @ forg
SYIANT H o8 SIeAT;

@) I ufoerd A@d) Afex # aRfea (Rerd) < smoef;
SN

(i) wre gfaera @rd o Rygdi d gRafdd fdar s
3R I T fA=M AT IINIR B UR STGTgRll
qem el a3t @1 fasa fdar e |

(2) A SR AT & WA AR I FIT & oy srgHred
UM & @ JAe @ forg ogad (AfeR) g1 dfAfa
fed @ Sy, S fEfoRad wel @ fAder e,
3194'1?[:——

) wag g (HiR) — 3T,
(i) HAFR <IN & IO e — ASH;

(i) 5T WHR gN AFMARRE fhy — \ew;
S dTel &1 IR—ARPN qa

(v) =g fSTelr uRvg &1 3fege — Ho;
(v) HNE YArId AT &1 sree — Ho;
(Vi) g T 9T fHrR — ¥e: 3R

(vi) HRg AfGR BT AR AHRT — Fe—ald |

(3) IR—IRHN HSRI B YA, AL & dRG H QT
q9 Brfl, T IR—TRERN T BT I WRBR g,
HRUT B foRad # sifaferRad oxe, S®! gg@af &
A A gd T W AHY BRI ST T |
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(4) RO Few, AT oI 9obT H IR 8H & foly
g AR gRT -7 W IR 997 3R argesn
@ IR ITAT 9T 3R FH 9T o HT THAR BRI |
T 9T AR < 91l AR BRI g1, T Afar
B A H A Hexd fhar S |

(5) SUIRT (2) & SFEfF fed WA & HA & 3@
(A TeRAT) 3R uideror & fo werrs dferg (W, defl gd
ALpl) T g AP (AfeR) gRT ST WA A9
afAfT &1 7o fear stroam | |fafa fefaRaa aear &
fAe®R gl s ——

() J& mgad ([\iR) — 3T,
@ froes (Gmnd wepft) - 6w SR
fenTaer ucer

(i) o< fovmT @& v gfa=fe,  — e |
S AgeRt A AT ge
SUR BT Gl BT BRI
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AUTHORITATIVE ENGLISH TEXT
Act No. 14 of 2010

THE HIMACHAL PRADESH HINDU PUBLIC RELIGIOUS
INSTITUTIONS AND CHARITABLE ENDOWMENTS
(AMENDMENT) ACT, 2010

(As AssenTeDTO BY THE GOVERNORON 11TH JUNE, 2010)

AN
ACT

further to amend the Himachal Pradesh Hindu Public Religious
Institutions and Charitable Endowments Act,1984 (Act No. 18 of 1984).

Be it enacted by the Legislativessembly of Himachal Pradesh in
the Sixty-firstyear of the Republic of India as follows :—

Short title. 1. ThisAct may be called the Himachal Pradesh Hindu Public
Religious Institutions and Charitable Endowments (Amendie2010.

Insertion of 2. After section 12 of the Himachal Pradesh Hindu Public Religious
new sectonnstitutions and Charitable Endowmets, 1984, the following section
- shall be inserted, namely :—

“12-A. Alienation of gold and silver of Hindu Public Religious
Institutions and Charitable Endowments.—(1) The offerings of
devotees received in the shape of various varieties of gold and silver
by the Hindu Public Religious Institutions and Charitable Endowments
shall be caused to be purified, invested and disposed of after the
approval of the Committee constituted under sub-section(2). The
gold and silver shall be caused to be purified from the Mines and
MineralsTrading Corporation, Mumbai and shall be invested and
disposed of in the following mannaamely - —

(A) Gold:
() 10 per cent gold shall be used for the various
activities related to temples;
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(B)

)

3)

() 20 per cent gold shall be invested in the “GOLD BOND
SCHEME” of the State Bank of India; and

(i) 70 per cent gold shall be kept reserved in the temples.

Silver :

() 20 per cent silver shall be used for the various temple
activities;

() 20 per centsilver shall be kept reserved in the temples; and

() 60 per cent silver shall be converted into silver coins and
shall be sold to the devotees and pilgrims on the current
market price prevailing at that time.

For the purpose of grant of approval for purification of gold
and silver and their disposal, a Committee shall be constituted
by the Commissioner €mple) which shall consist of the
following members, namely . —

() Concerned Commissionerffiple) n — Chairman;
() Official member of thdempleTrust ~ — member;
(@) Two non-oficial members, to be — member;

nominated by the State Government
(v) Chairman of Zila Parishad concerned— member;

(v) Chairman of Panchayat Samiti — member,;
concerned

(vi) Concerned District Language Officer — member;
and

(vi) Temple Oficer of the temple concerned Member-
Secretary

The tenure of the non-official members shall be two years from
the date of notification, howevernon-adficial member may

be removed by the State Government at any time before expiry
of his tenure for the reasons to be recorded in writing.
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(4) A non-official member shall be entitled to the travelling
allowance and daily allowance for attending the meetings of the
Committee in accordance with rules and instructions issued by
the State Government from time to time and the same shall be
payable from the income of the temple concerned Gyetingle
Officer.

(5) There shall be a State Level Coordination Committee, to be
constituted by the Principal Secretary (LA€)n-Chief
Commissioner @mples), to monitor and supervise the functions
of the Committee constituted under sub-section (2). The
committee shall consist of the following members, namely :(—

() Chief Commissioner @imple) — Chairman;

() Director (Language & Culture), — Member; and
Himachal Pradesh

(i) One representative of the — Member'.
Finance Department who shall
be in the rank of Joint Secretary
or above

=, gaoT v e Al T, feqree e, REe—5 gRT gfad dem gaiierd



NSRRI

U U9l NST M9 gRT UhTRrd

R, IEHAR 27 75, 2011,/6 WS, 1933
fRArae Uqe WRaR
fafer fawmr

Rretr—2, 26 AS, 2011

[T TAOUAONRO—S10(6)—12 / 2011—AST—2Arael Ue¥ &I U, WRd &
Afde & arfee 200 & I Uaw kAl B YA HRA 8Y falis 24—5—2011 Bl G
ferrae ee 25 Aeaie aifife |verm &R yd fo=ama (W) fgad, 2011 (2011 &1 faRR®
H&AH 1) DI 9¥ 2011 & AATIH b 31 & wY H AL & Ao 348 (3) &AM
IS S UTfdgpa ure Afed fedred Uar Ioiud (SRR H ahiiRid dxel 2 |

3T ENT,
JAAR T<T SN,
ga |afaa (fafe),
9 WRER |

39— / 2011—27—5—2011 (897)
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2011 &7 A= EAid 31

fearaa U fig wEee aiffie e &k g3 fa=ms
(Feee) srfeifea, 2011

(RTSIUTS HEIGAT §IRT ARG 24 Hg, 2011 DI AATAIG)

fearae uew g AEuie o e ok gd o= orfeifraH, 1984 (1984 T
rff e ki 18) BT SR HIMeH &x+ & forg afiferm |

YR TR & 9ded 99 H feArad ey foum w1 gR1 f=fafed wu & I8
sfafrafa & -

1. W< A9 JfAfE @1 e M e uee i, Adaite e SRelr
3R g fammar (emer) aifarfm, 2011 2|

2. ORT 12-% BT FOrRH—RAEd e f2g deae affe e iR qd =
AfAfTIH, 1984 B GRT 12— H—

(@) SU ORI (1) & @8 (H) & II—TUL (i) #, TR’ Iy & WM R 99" IE @M
SO iR daaeard F=ferRad a1 @ve (iv) ra-wenfud fdar Sireem, seria—

“(iv) TeT giRTd A9 Bl A & [l a1 gl § gRafad fear S &R
IAPBT TTHI fAe™E =1e] IR BFd W SgIall ar dief aif>al &1 fama
fvar s |7 SR

(@) SUURT (2) § @Wus (jiv) 3R (v) BT g fHar e |
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AUTHORITATIVE ENGLISH TEXT

Act No. 31 of 2011
THE HIMACHAL PRADESH HINDU PUBLIC RELIGIOUS
INSTITUTIONS AND CHARITABLE ENDOWMENTS
(AMENDMENT) ACT, 2011
(ASASSENTED TO BY THEGOVERNOR ON24TH MAY, 2011)
AN
ACT

further to amend the Himachal Pradesh Hindu PuBl@igious Institutions and Charitable
Endowments Act,1984 (Act No.18 of 1984).

BE it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of HitmaldPradesh in the Sixty-second Year of
the Republic of India as follows:—

1. Short title.—This Act may be called the Himachal Pradesh HindbliE Religious
Institutions and Charitable Endowments (AmendmaAnt) 2011.

2. Amendment of section 12-A.—n section 12-A of the Himachal Pradesh Hindu Rubli
Religious Institutions and Charitable Endowments A884, (18 of 1984)—

(@) in sub-section (1), in clause (A), in subdsla (iii), for the figures “70”, the figures
“20” shall be substituted and thereafter, the fwiltg new sub-clause (iv) shall be
inserted, namely:—

“(iv) 50% gold shall be converted into gold hige or coins and shall be sold to
the devotees and pilgrims on the current prevailiragket price.”; and

(b) in sub-section (2), clauses (iv) and (v) shalomitted.
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fafer favmT

Rrer—2, 26 ¥, 2018

WE&T Y0U03TR0—S10(6)— 7/2018—ﬁTrr——|SH|ac4 IS @ ISUUTe, YRd & Afde™ &
\’H—j_@? 200 @ A USw WAl BT UART BRd 8Y Qb 23—05—2018 I IrAIGd [ZHTa
yeyl fe=g Adeie arfie | iR gd fa=rd (Hene) fage, 2018 (2018 o1 fadge e
)aﬁa&‘zom%aﬁﬁwmsa%wﬁvﬁmzﬁaa%@aus ) @ A D 3

IS UTs Afed f2ATee Uasl §—ISiua H YR &_d & |

ST ET,

gerg Afaa (fafe) |

2018 &I AT T=aiHh 8

ferae yewr fag wdwfe anfie &ven ofR I fa=ame (Heem)
, 2018

(AT RTSgUTeT WEIGd gRT dRI9 23 Hg, 2018 DI JARIFAINCT)

fearae uowr g Ardeie e W iR gd fa=sr oiffm, 1984 (1984 T
NAFTIH AT 18) BT IR e dxA & o1y rfrf e |

YR TORTSY & SHedRd d¥ # Rurad uewr fagmq wwr grr f=folRad w9 & g
srfafrafad 81—

1. Wfe AW &R UR™—(1) 39 IfAfRm @1 dera 9m Reea ke R |dei®
e Rerm iR o fa=ar (Weier) S1fdfeem, 2018 2|

(2) TB 11 JAWER, 2017 ¥ UG T3 AT ST |

2. gRT 2 B YR —RAMEe U i e afffe d@wer ok go o=
Jfafrm, 1984 (B9 $99 9@ 99aTq “Hd SMEFRA’ B8 T &) & &RT 2 & W_H W
fr=fTRad Ram SITQEm, Jrerid —

2. URYTETY.—39 31ff9H § 59 d& fh Fved | o=y orufdd = 81, —

(@) “erfaRed g Jgaa (AFeR)” 4, ORT 3 & 3 Mgaa sifaRed gz smgaa
(#AfeR) srfvud 2

(@) "FEd oM (AfeR)” W, ORT 3 & 3EA Figad Were g (AfR)
31T ®;
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(M gd fo=ama ¥, el e a1 9 (B O & STANT & Ieedl & FHdA a1
IRET & oY I8 BRIEl & forg &1 g A1 A= a1 fodl 9ger a1 S9s
fPdl o g1 PR & w7 d Ugad TRd |FHRT o WRE, [98mM T8,
qISeNad, faemerd iR HeTfdererd, TRiEl &l Ao RIa & mard i e
@ Iffaele & foru Gverd, fafeear ' Af ok e w@rey a1 =) UeR ©
I I YT & 3R TP I AHg Iy Y ¥

(@) "= MYad (AFeR)” ¥, aRT 3 & I e =9 oMyad (AfaR) oivua &
IR 3D T UAH VAT AHRY Y © S 39 IS m & el doawg
TR Y (AFER) &I AT BT TN 3R Bl BT U Bl &

(®) "sMgad (AFER)” ¥, aRT 3 & I Fgaa omgad (AfeR) 1Iud 2 iR sda
IR gAd VAT MAHRT W 8, S 59 SMAFgH & o aoaqd gad
(@feR) @1 wIfdaal &1 TanT IR G BT U BT 8;

@) WRAR' AT TG WHR ¥, A e IR YT &

(®) “aRie = 9, R affie HRem BT VT IR Sifiud § Rt U &l
SRIYBR, T4 Tb b SRMTBGR B VAT Ugfd (WbH) Ugd 8, ATJARIS
ATIHR ERT, IT To0HT USRI =IRA §RT, AMied §RT <IId 8l © O1 B
g1 faffrafad gar @ a1 Skemue g1 ffafdedar susfa g;

(W) “fe=g Al gTfife |1’ ¥, Ho, AfGR, AN, I, SN 3R S99 9=g
fa=ara a1 ardvifae garHref aifffe SEwg 9 enfug faftfds o= afwg 2

IR D I=ia fforRaa o 8 —

(i) fHdr 75 I1 AfGR, T, | I7 ST 4 Yol & forg a1 I9H @@
a1 PR, aRaE & forg S wWfd sl a1 a1 qd o & forg &)
1 A= equl ST AT RefeR R,

(i) #8 a1 AfSR, |AM, T A1 ST H WAUd qdl, U, JAREUT AR
DR DI 3 AU AT 3R

(iii) I WHR & WY R aifie | fhg 39e srid U UIgde
g1 # I Af~ax AFferd 81 € =™ anT fedeg 781 © -

R B 1 fRArad Uow AdSie G1ffie R H SIETgRll NI
7 BT 3y AFT §RT e AT IR WY H Dls AT VI dTfdd FLefmail
BT AFRT FHST SITQT;

&) ;“:FH (\fFeR)” @, o1 3 @ S Frgea wyea smgad (\feR) sifa

@) "8 W, g Ay & aefw w3 & w7 & Jwen a7 Wo AT T

(€©) “IF—aMgafIe RN’ W, VAT ATl AT € W1 omgafie =R JE ¥ 3R
S AT AGR I H 39 UHR e ISR AEBRT AT HHAN 41
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(@) "R’ 9, 39 IfRM & M fgaa @i fer a2 ik sHa
I R g (AFeR), IfRe /g e (AfeR), gad (AfeR), |gad
MY (AfaR), AfER ISR iR FEd gad (AfR) Y €;

(®) “fafed” =, 39 rfdfram & arf= a9v v et gr fafka afw g

(@) "gOINI” & I UvSl AT I AfGd AT © ST oI AT 3 i
HAT 2 AT IAHT FaTed HRal &,

(on) “IRE W, 39 A | Her g ifa g

(@) "gRT W, 39 JIRAIH B RT AU T,

(@) <Tog |, fRArae ySe I Al ®;

(@) Afex’ |, ol Y 9W 9 9 T U AT § e SuanT |rdig
gTifies goll I & w9 H A1 SIar 81 3R Sl Aol e1id Yol Id &
w7 ¥ fag 9ge a1 S9e fedll o @ B @ fog wAfia § A1 S e g
ANIPR @HT IUART H AT ST &

@) AR =9’ 9, 39 JARIH P gRT 5 & A A (AFER) gRT A3 =4
AU ®;

() AR AR W, WBR gRT dAex & fea-vfafed & yged g Fgad
AR T B; iR

(@ =R A (B A geAm ¥ S U @fdd a1 Afdadl w1 e i g,
W%ﬁ%ﬁmmﬁmm@sﬁ?uﬁﬁwmwﬁ%ﬁﬁaﬁ?m
=T UAT hls Afdd AT Afdadl &1 Ferg ff 8 o 99 & /iy § a9 &
QT Af a1 Afaat a1 e & =R &1

3. URT 3 & YRR —Ad A & aRT 3 & e W) =foiRad ar s,
I —

33@@@%(?&?)@?%@%%@?@%——1 WHR & WINT, Hell Td

AP fa¥TT &1 uRmae |t IRgut I & folt 39 MM & orfl| a1 g
Y UG Al BT TN HR 3R AU 7Y HAT BT UTed BT @ ol I e
(Af*eR) 8|

(G2, |91, Hell Ud HIpid, [BATS Uasl a1 WReGR §RT FRYad $Is 3= AHN,
ol I & forg, faftq wfedal &1 gt & 9IR ol &1 uted A @ forg
sifaRad g mgaa (AfsR) BN |

TRER, IUGFd AT Bl T AHR DI FF0T I5F T IASD (9= 91T & forg
9 AW & | AT gRT SN U WAl Bl WAN PRA B forg AT |G MY
BT BT UTeT B & oY AP (AaR) & w9 H Fga B Al |

TRER, SYATSA BRI (AFTRS) AT AT 3 AMHR DI, Tl 57 AT IHSD
faf=1 9 @ forg, fafzd oifdaal &1 URNT 9”1 &R Gl &1 dTel &< & forg
AYFT AT (AER) & HU H FRgaT B Gl |
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(5) WRBR, oG A9RT & TEdIarR] H 9 A7 fdl AAged ARDHRI BT IAd AfGR B
fore U &1 & @G T TG AR ARNER & w9 F Frgad wR @ |

(6) WRBR, T 9T ARHRI AT BT =T ARTHRI BI, AT IF T IAD [0~
Il & forg, fafta wfedal &1 & a7 iR @l & Uled &) & fofly A8
I (AfER) & wd H Frgad &R a0 |

(7) ROR THI—FHI WR IRad (AGR) B FEIAT BT & (oTg U 31T JAMHTRAT 3R
ARG, Sl 98 Sfad |GHel, & Fgfad e qa |

(8) AP AR <IN & HHAIRAl & fog 9ol MR U=l 99 qen |ar & =
Ul BT ST = e (AfR) §RT SIgAIfad @l o :

R DI AT DI A H @ gY fAfRd B S iR 59 WA @ foly WReR
AFERT P, S AR R SR, T AT D W A afigd B qadl | WK,
afe S o), A1 AR I SHAIRAT & Jar & Faeql & G 9 srgaRd
Py S aTel AERT FRAED BT AFAIRT PR A 3R I o9 AAFTH & el
TR & AR [l & JAd 9l AR Ur=fa Al § afafora faar ar |Hsm

ST | |

4. ORI 4 BT YFORRATGA.—HA MM & g/ 4 & ©IF R® F=faRad @r e,
T —

‘4, SR & SlF ARHT BT Ry B—39 ffEm & sl g o1 e
o e Y AR a0 R § R B 1

5. Pfaqa WKl BT YR —qa rfafas & —

(@) 9RT 12, 14, 16, 19, 22 3R 28 ¥ “fadd MYad" Tk TTE—ofgl M &, & WM W
“H Agad (AfeR)” Tl SR forg g e, 3iR

(@) aRT 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 16, 18, 19, 21, 22, 23, 25, 27, 30 3R 34 #H
"HRYFT” e STEl—oigl ST B, B WM W AgE (\AfFR)” e AR e
ST |

6. HRT 12— BT UfARIYT—H AR B gRT 12—F & WF W F=ferRad wn
STTUIT, GTQﬁG[:—

“12-%. g wdve o dwemsl iR gd el @& |@m &R =il @
SJWFHUT——GW—1 # e Afvferd U_e iy AEuie aifife e iR gd
=g H sigTogell | 9 3R =Aidl & [ fsl (IRl & w9 § ura =gid &l
U AT W srdeeT far e, S fafgd & Sme ||

7. 9RT 15 &7 HeMeA—Td IRAFTH & gRT 15 & ITEIRT (2) H, "M I€ & WA
R IRFd (AFER) W AT S g Widga el el & "egd | v iR R
ST |
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8. ©RT 18 & WAL~ ARTIH & gRT 18 B SUIRT (5) #, "IN Tk & WA
R U eTeq T ST |

9. HRT 22 BT HAEH.—Td IMMAFH B gRT 22 & SWRT (2) § T (@) & Uwan
frferRaa @ve ra=efua fhar Sirge, s ——

“(©) iig Adeie a1ffie |werel iR gd A=l &1 Wil &1 gvsg ufderd 1 deAi
& fHT, Y[9SR SR RIS R b 7T T MY Gaue & v yom
UYR & WY H ST fHar S | |

WEHRO—ST WGUS & JAo & folv “TMa Faga” F <9 T & el BT ARE0T
o faera AU 2 |

10. ©RT 23 HT FAEH—A AR B gRT 23 B IUIRT (4) & H R FrAfeRad
T ST, Heqie —

“(4) o SIS a1 EReImel IR Yo A=l &1 d91fies HURIe WI§l, bell Ud 6
0 T & o e (159 ofEgl ¥amg) §RT A1 WY |l wer am &
AHINAT §RT T = IR (AGR) g§RT TR-Ih wU A UIEHd (Bl dcs APbISce
ERT HaTferd &1 SIeHT | |

11. ORT 29 T HARH—FA A=A P gRT 29 & IUIRT (1) #, Y0 f=m" weal
@ 9eER A1 AeRl B GE, H@qﬁ@ﬂ%r, oeg AR e ard<enfia ﬁ?(f \_rITQ“TI

12. RfEwa—Raea yewr =g Ardoe arife |wen &k yd fa=md (Heime)
TSI, 2017 (2017 BT TRATAA USW AT A&AD 4) & fF B T3 Bls HRATS AT 910 39
AT & TR SUGl & T Y T8 o oo |

AUTHORITATIVE ENGLISH TEXT
Act No. 8 of 2018

THE HIMACHAL PRADESH HINDU PUBLIC RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS AND
CHARITABLE ENDOWMENTS (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2018

(AS ASSENTED TO BY THE GOVERNOR ON 23rd MAY, 2018)

AN

ACT

further to amend the Himachal Pradesh Hindu Public Religious Institutions and Charitable
Endowments Act, 1984 (Act No. 18 of 1984).

BE it enacted by the Himachal Pradesh Legislative Assembly in the Sixty-ninth Year of the
Republic of India as follows :(—

1. Short title and commencement.—(1) This Act may be called the Himachal Pradesh
Hindu Public Religious Institutions and Charitable Endowments (Amendment) Act, 2018.
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(2) It shall be deemed to have come into force on the 11th day of October, 2017.

2.  Substitution of section 2.—For section 2 of the Himachal Pradesh Hindu Public
Religious Institutions and Charitable Endowments Act, 1984 (hereinafter referred to as the
“principal Act”), the following shall be substituted, namely :—

"2. Definitions.—In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,—

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

®

(2

(h)

“Additional Chief Commissioner (Temple)” means the Additional Chief
Commissioner (Temple) appointed under section 3;

“Assistant Commissioner (Temple)” means the Assistant Commissioner
(Temple) appointed under section 3;

“Charitable endowments” means all property given or endowed for the benefit
of, or used as of right by, the community or any section thereof for the support or
maintenance of objects of utility to the community or section, such as sarais,
rest-houses, pathshalas, schools and colleges, houses for feeding the poor and
institution for advancement of education, medical relief fund and public health
or other objects of like nature and includes the institutions concerned;

“Chief Commissioner (Temple)” means the Chief Commissioner (Temple)
appointed under section 3 and includes every officer, who for the time being
exercises the powers and performs the functions of the Chief Commissioner
(Temple) under this Act;

“Commissioner (Temple)” means the Commissioner (Temple) appointed under
section 3 and includes every officer, who for the time being exercises the powers
and perform the functions of a Commissioner (Temple) under this Act;

“Government” or “State Government” means the Government of Himachal
Pradesh;

“Hereditary trustee” means the trustee of a religious institution succession to
whose office devolves by hereditary right or by nomination by the trustee for the
time being in office or is regulated by custom, or is specifically provided for by
the founder, so long as such scheme of succession is in force;

“Hindu Public Religious Institution” means a math, temple, smadh, smadhi, dera
and endowment attached thereto or a specified endowment, established with a
religious object for a public purpose and includes,—

(i) all property movable or immovable belonging to or given or endowed for
worship in, maintenance or improvement of, additions to, a math or temple,
smadh, smadhi or dera for the performance of any service or charity
connected therewith;

(i) the idols installed in the math or temple, smadh, smadhi or dera clothes,
ornaments and things for decoration etc.; and

(ii1) religious institution under the direct control of the State Government, but

does not include such private religious math or temple in which the public
are not interested :
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Provided that any offering, whether in kind or in cash, made by the
pilgrims or by any other person in any Hindu Public Religious Institution
shall be deemed to be the property of such religious institution;

(i) “Joint Commissioner (Temple)” means the Joint Commissioner (Temple) appointed
under section 3;

() “Math” means a math as understood under the Hindu Law;

(k) “Non-hereditary trustee” means a trustee who is not a hereditary trustee and includes a
Government Officer or Official so appointed in the temple trust;

(I) “Officer” means an officer appointed under this Act and shall include the Chief
Commissioner (Temple), Additional Chief Commissioner (Temple), Commissioner
(Temple), Joint Commissioner (Temple), Temple Officer and Assistant Commissioner
(Temple);

(m) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this Act;

(n) “pujari” includes a panda or any other person who performs or conducts puja or other
rituals;

(o) “Schedule” means the schedule appended to this Act;

(p) “Section” means section of this Act;

(q) "State" means the State of Himachal Pradesh;

(r) “Temple” means a place, by whatever name known, used as a place of public religious
worship, and dedicated to, for the benefit of, or used as of right by the Hindu
community or any section thereof as a place of public religious worship;

(s) “Temple trust” means the trust constituted by the Commissioner (Temple) under
section 5 of this Act;

(t) “Temple officer” means the officer appointed by the Government to undertake the day-
to-day management of the temple; and

(u) “Trustee” means any person or body of persons, by whatever designation known, in
whom or in which the administration of a Hindu Public Religious Institution and
charitable endowment is vested, and includes any person or body of persons who or
which is liable, as if, such person or body of persons were a trustee.”.

3. Substitution of section 3.—For section 3 of the principal Act, the following shall be

substituted, namely:—

"3. Appointment of the Chief Commissioner (Temple) and other officers.— (1) The
Administrative Secretary of the Language, Art and Culture Department of the
Government shall be the Chief Commissioner (Temple) for the whole of the State to
exercise the powers and perform the functions conferred upon or entrusted to him by
or under this Act.
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(2) The Director, Language, Art and Culture, Himachal Pradesh or any other officer
appointed by the Government shall be the Additional Chief Commissioner (Temple)
for the whole of the State to exercise the powers and perform the functions, as may be
prescribed.

(3) The Government may appoint Deputy Commissioner or any other officer as
Commissioner (Temple) for the whole or different parts of the State to exercise the
powers and perform the functions conferred upon, or entrusted to him by or under this
Act.

(4) The Government may appoint the Sub Divisional Officer (Civil) or any other
officer as the Joint Commissioner (Temple) for the whole or different parts of the
State to exercise the powers and perform the functions, as may be prescribed.

(5) The Government may appoint from amongst the Tehsildars of the Revenue
Department or any equivalent officer as Temple Officer for each Temple to look after
its work.

(6) The Government may appoint the District Language Officer or any other officer
as Assistant Commissioner (Temple) for the whole or different parts of the State to
exercise the powers and perform the functions, as may be prescribed.

(7) The Government may, from time to time, appoint such other officers and staff to
assist the Commissioner (Temple) as it may deem fit.

(8)  The Recruitment and Promotion Rules and other conditions of service for
the employees of each temple trust shall be such as may be approved by the Chief
Commissioner (Temple):

Provided that the emoluments and other monetary benefits payable to the
employees of temple trust shall be prescribed taking into account the income of the
temple trust and for this purpose the Government may classify the temples into two or
more categories based on their resources. The Government, may, if deemed fit,
approve general rules to be followed regarding the terms of service of temple trust
employees and that would deem to be incorporated in each Recuritment and Promotion
Rules of the temple trusts of the State under this Act.”.

4. Substitution of section 4.—For section 4 of the principal Act, the following shall be
substituted, namely :—

"4. Officer under the Act to be a Hindu.— An officer appointed under this Act shall
be out of the persons professing the Hindu Religion.”.

5. Substitution of certain words.—In the principal Act,—

(a) for the words “Financial Commissioner”, wherever occur in section 12, 14, 16,
19, 22 and 28, the words and signs “Chief Commissioner (Temple)” shall be
substituted ; and
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(b) for the words “the Commissioner”’, wherever occur in section 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11,
12, 14, 16, 18, 19, 21, 22, 23, 25, 27, 30 and 34, the words and signs “the
Commissioner (Temple)” shall be substituted.

6. Substitution of section 12-A.—For section 12-A of the principal Act, the following
shall be substituted, namely :—

“12-A.  Alienation of gold and silver of the Hindu Public Religious Institutions and
Charitable Endowments.—The offerings received from the devotees in the shape of various
varieties of gold and silver in every Hindu Public Religious Institution and Charitable
Endowments, as included in the SCHEDULE-I, shall be alienated in the manner, as may be
prescribed.”.

7. Amendment of section 15.—In section 15 of the principal Act, in sub-section 2, for
the words “Commissioner may”, the words and signs “Commissioner (Temple) may himself or
through an officer authorized by him” shall be substituted.

8. Amendment of section 18.—In section 18 of the principal Act, in sub-section (5),
for the word “twenty”, the words “twenty five” shall be substituted.

9. Amendment of section 22.—In section 22 of the principal Act, in sub-section (2),
after clause (f), the following clause shall be inserted, namely :(—

"(g) fifteen percent of the receipt of the Hindu Public Religious Institutions and Charitable
Endowments shall be utilized as first charge for construction, maintenance and up-gradation
of Gau-sadans or for Gau-vansh samvardhan.".

Explanation.—For the purpose of this clause "Gau-vansh samvardhan" means the
conservation and development of indigenous breeds of cow.

10. Amendment of section 23.—In section 23 of the principal Act, for sub- section (4),
the following shall be substituted, namely :(—

"(4) The annual audit of the Hindu Public Religious Institutions and  Charitable
Endowments shall be conducted by the Section Officer (State Accounts Services) of
the Language and Culture Department or by the officers of the Local Audit
Department or any Chartered Accountant duly authorised by the Chief Commissioner
(Temple).”.

11. Amendment of section 29.—In section 29 of the principal Act, in sub-section (1),
after the words “Charitable Endowment”, the words and sign “or group of temples, as the case may
be” shall be inserted.

12. Validation.—Any action taken or anything done under the Himachal Pradesh Hindu
Public Religious Institutions and Charitable Endowments (Amendment) Ordinance, 2017 (H.P.
Ordinance No. 4 of 2017) shall be deemed to have been done or taken under the corresponding
provisions of this Act.



